Volgograd city

In 2015 only one participant from Volgograd could attend International youth conference for
peace in the future (I'YCPF) and | am extremely happy and very proud that | Was invited as an
ex-participant this year. | sincerely wish that more youth from Volgograd city could take part in this
great conference.

I'YCPF is one of the most efficient ways to show how marvelous people from all over the world
are. It creates very positive and agreeable conditions for youth to communicate and make friendships.
Moreover, it gives a huge priceless pack of knowledge to share. I’ve taken part in I'YCPF several times
and each conference proved me stronger and stronger the importance of all aims and goals of the
conference: the importance of awareness about different cultures, feeling free to communicate with
people from every corner of the Earth, understanding the importance of peace and horrors of wars; and
the last but not least, everyone can do many things to spread these ideas.

This time my aim, as for an ex-participant, was to help other participants not to be aside, to be
more active and decisive. It is a school of communication in some way. Needless to say, at the end of
the conference most of the participants have changed! They became inspired and full of will to create.

Concerning my impressions of I'YCPF | need much more than this single paper. In general, it
was absolutely fantastic. International youth conference for peace in the future will be forever in my
heart.
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Montreal City

For the second time in the conference’s history, the City of Montréal was participating to the
International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future. | had the privilege to be the only representative of
this year’s delegation. It was an honour for me to return to Japan for a second time, but this present trip
was more about learning and discuss about peace with other young people from across the globe. As a
member of the Montreal Youth Council, | was there to represent the City of Montréal, a Hiroshima’s sister
city.

In a world where everything came to a global scale, where each and every one of us need to
participate into the evolution of the humanity, the preservation and emancipation of it, the existence of the
conference is not to reconsider. The importance of having such a forum regrouping people from different
countries, culture, and perspectives, is truly the key of success of the I'YCPF. This is probably why 10
years after its foundation, the conference is still in place and never stopped growing into involving more
youths.

Hiroshima is today a beautiful city and has a rich culture, and a strong history filled up with less
cherishes memories that today are to be learned from. The atomic bomb that landed on Hiroshima on
August 61 1945 created a big hole in the Japanese nation for years and now it helps the people of
Hiroshima and other advocates of the abolition of nuclear weapons to tell a story that never needs to be
reproduce anywhere in the entire world.

The schedule of I'YCPF 2015 was filled up with many cultural activities, and also some discussion
sessions among the groups of participants. The most impressive and touching event was doubtless the
Peace Memorial Ceremony, held on the fateful date of August 6, at the same hour of the tragic event. The
emotion that | felt from the crowd transmitted a very humble reaction to what happened 70" years ago and
make me realise how preoccupant the actual nuclear situation is, and why | should act now.

During the discussion sessions that included all tens of participants, we gave our personal and
regional perception about the use of nuclear weapon, the importance of prohibit the use and dismantling
the production of it, and more importantly how to involve more and more people into this movement that
we all are part of, promoting peace.

In the I'YCPF 2015 Hiroshima Appeal, we proclaim that we need to do whatever we can to help us
promote of message and be able to involve more youth into the I'YCPF and into the giant project of
promoting peace. Through many tools, including social networks, web, and other communication devices,
the abolition of nuclear weapon and the promotion of peaceful world will closer than it never been before.
The I'YCPF is definitely an actor into making young people realize the responsibility they have towards
their future and the peaceful future of humanity.
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Bangkok City

We, the youth delegation from Bangkok, Thailand have participated in International Youth
Conference for Peace in the Future 2015 held during August 4 — 14, 2015 in Hiroshima, Japan, and are
hereby writing our response to the program.

The primary purpose of International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future (I'YCPF) is to
create peace and unity in the future, in which, we strongly agree that this could be useful and would make
a step upon the world. Young generations are the heart for future days because they are ones who will
become adults and can create great changes to the world. If we plant the sense of unity and peace inside
each youth, this can affect lots of decisions that will come up. Not only peace needs to be born from inside,
it involves understandings and agreement with other people’s perspectives. Friendship and connection can
also play an important role. Young ones don’t have friends for gain; they don’t think about economic
profits, money and power when they are friends with someone. This creates true friendship, ones that you
will not be able to find it easily when you grow up. We found this an absolutely important thing;
friendship.

Youth from all over certain parts of the world came and gathered at the same location, Hiroshima,
Japan for the sake of peace. We spent time together days and nights creating a strong bond of friendship
and understandings of peace around us. It was beautiful how each nation and culture was shared to each
other through the communication and living routine. We all shared different ideas and perspectives along
the program at the dining table, while walking along the streets or lobby areas during our free time. From
being awkward strangers, asking names and likes all day, we finally were comfortable around these
strangers that we called “friends”. As we have said earlier, this led to true friendship that could last
lifelong. Who knows, your friend now could be a country’s Prime Minister in the future. An ordinary boy
now could become a billionaire, or even the shy one could become a famous news reporter. Until there,
we are friends, and there is connection all over. We can lead the world and help each other with tough
issues that we face, and these are powers of connection.

Lastly, we would like to thank you I'YCPF for giving us such a memorable and great experience,
together with Bangkok Youth Center (Thai — Japan) for selecting us as participating delegates. Peace will
always be in us, and | pledge to spread them to those around us.
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Malakoff City

I had the honor to be the representative of the city of Malakoff (France) and for the French
Association of Cities, Departments and Regions for Peace (AFCDRP) at the 10™ International Youth
Conference for Peace in the Future, held in Hiroshima from 2015 August, 4" to 14"

The context of the conference was particularly appropriate to have a reflection about our role, as
young people, in promoting peace. We participated to the commemoration ceremony of the 70"
anniversary of the bombing. The ceremony took place on August 6", at the exact hour of the bombing
and it was one of the most intense moments of the whole conference. The atmosphere at this moment,
exactly 70 years after the city had been completely destroyed by the atomic bomb, was an opportunity
to think deeply about the future of peace, in a world where there is still more than 15 000 nuclear
weapons, which is enough to destroy the entire planet just as Hiroshima had been.

But Hiroshima is not only a symbol we have to remember. The way the peace is thought in
Hiroshima is an example that had a large impact on the thoughts we shared during the conference. We
had the opportunity to visit the peace museum, we listened to a bombing’s survivor testimony, we
collected signatures for carp’s streamer and participated in many Japanese traditional activities. Thus,
it was the occasion to be inspired and to have a more precise understanding of this culture of peace.
Moreover, the diversity of academicals, cultural and historical backgrounds and the number of
countries represented helped us to understand the importance of being open-minded and ready to learn
from other perspectives in order to promote peace. The Hiroshima Appeal, produced to conclude the
conference by a common work, reminds the role of mutual understanding and acceptation of diverse
cultures and histories.

The conference was the occasion to talk about solution for peace enforcement, such as education
and raising awareness, but also by an ongoing will to live together in a society. Group discussions
were also an opportunity to share our respective conceptions of peace, and to agree that peace is not
only an objective to reach out, but also a way of living and a situation in which people do not fear any
social, economic, physical or environmental threat.

The experience we had in Hiroshima transformed our vision of the world and our conception of
peace promotion. Personally, | can testify that this conference reinforced my feeling that youth is
responsible for the future of peace. | strongly believe the I'YCPF is one of the way to make young
people realize of this important responsibility, and to empower them in this commitment.
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Santos city

The teachings | got this Conference will be
with me all my life and I will try to share everything
that was collected good with my peers (especially in

Brazil).

On the first day | came to Japan, | get an

overall difference of cultures and behaviors. All were
educated, there was not even a piece of paper on the
floor.

I was greeted by a young Japanese woman 20 years called Risa Matsumoto and have realized
how it would be well received on the spot, his kindness and attention to me is something that'll take
forever.

Culture shock was such that | thought | was on another planet, all politicized and educated. |
did not see animals on the street, beggars and dirt (despite the city being entertaing over 1 million
people at the time).

Upon arriving at the hotel | found that there were about 70 young people from different parts
of the world in search of one dream (of peace), | made friendships and amazing contacts and among
them stood three: Frangois (young board member of Montreal - Canada); Marcal (young activist of
Catalonia-Spain) and the Japanese Daisuke Tsuruda (also belonging to the young Board of
Hiroshima).

All members with ideas ahead of our age and with projects that can help solve problems
efficiently and safely. | also believe every young person present at the conference will make a
difference in your city with the experience.

Our struggle will not be easy, but every great journey begins with a first step!

Watashi wa sorera o kesshite wasurenaidarou, arigatou Gozaimasu!!!
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Manchester City

Days of Learning, Laughing, and Peace

When | was first invited to attend the International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future, my initial
emotion was surprise — | couldn't believe that | had been selected out of all the students at my university.
It became clear to me that this opportunity was perhaps a once in a lifetime chance, and it turned out to be
one of the best experiences of my life.

| found the opportunity to engage with young people from countries all over the world to be one of
the most positive and enlightening things about attending I'YCPF 2015. | came to the conference knowing
what peace means in British culture and what kind of a consciousness British people have about nuclear
weapons, but not knowing much at all about other countries' attitudes to peace. Through getting to know
the other participants, | learned a great deal about conflict in their home countries, and what young people
all over the world are doing to promote peace in their communities. It provided me with many ideas to
take back to the UK to help spread the message of peace and the Hiroshima Appeal to the citizens of
Manchester. On a more personal note, | forged friendships with people that I hope will last a long time,
and | have the I'YCPF to thank for that.

These friendships were solidified by the chances we got to experience traditional Japanese culture
together. | was so thankful that | was immersed in so many aspects of Japanese culture — from the
traditional tea ceremony and visiting the local high schools to eating the local cuisine and learning to
speak the language; we were given a full experience of what life is like in Japan. | was especially grateful
for the chance to spend a day with a Japanese family for my homestay as they were so welcoming — they
really personified the Japanese sense of hospitality and made me feel so welcome.

During the ten days | spent in Hiroshima, | learned so much more than | had ever done before about
the concept of peace — what it means to other people, what it means to me, and most importantly, why it is
so important that we achieve world peace and the worldwide abolition of nuclear weapons. The ghost of
the atomic bomb still haunts the city of Hiroshima, and will continue to haunt it until its citizens can rest
easily in the knowledge that another devastating atomic bomb will not be dropped. However, the most
surprising and beautiful thing | observed during the conference is that rather than rebuilding their city on
bitterness and spite, as would be so easy to do, the people of Hiroshima have rebuilt their city on a
foundation of hope and peace. The International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future is a huge part
of maintaining the city's message of hope, and is so invaluable in the endeavour to achieve peace and the
abolition of nuclear weapons. | feel so lucky to have been a part of it and hope it continues for many years
to come.
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Kochi City

Nuclear weapons pose a direct and
constant threat to people everywhere
around the world. Far from keeping the peace,
they breed fear and mistrust among nations.
When a nation possess nuclear weapons,
it only cause national and global insecurity.
Attending the International Youth Conference
for Peace in the future, held in Hiroshima on
August 2015, made me realize the extend to
which a nuclear war had affected the lives of people living there.

We, the people of the world, must understand that cooperation with love is of utmost importance.
The government must include improved strategies for global governance and maintain diplomatic
relations .We must take initiative to talk and understand more about sustaining world peace by
nullifying nuclear weapons. As an individual, what we can do, is to volunteer and organize various
programs. Bringing awareness through simple activities among school children or helping the senior
citizens in our community or helping the homeless, can all be a message of love without borders.

Peace must start from home and spread to the society and neighbors. If we live with an open
heart and generous thoughts, people everywhere, could realize this beautiful yet powerful message of
love. So let us join our hands to bring awareness about nuclear weapons and establish peace once and
forever. With that said, | am obliged to take actions to spread awareness of peace from my side, being
an ambassador of Hiroshima.
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Granollers City

What | learned and thought about I'YCPF2015 .To answer this question | will try to
organise and summarise all my thoughts, feelings and experiences about the whole I'YCPF.

First of all, I think it is very important to be grateful whenever one has the possibility to
participate in an international event, specially if Peace is the main topic.

The world needs events like this to be done, but my objective here is to explain what |
thought about the I'YCPF, and as | undestand it, very good and bad things.

First of all, we have to undestand that what happened in Hiroshima was something related
to such a big armed conflict, the World War 1I. That conflict brought many injustices which are
still present in our lifes. Work based on historical memory is known to have good results in terms
of education and sensibilisation, and the I'YCPF does a great job providing a good knowledge of
what happened in Hiroshima.

The I'YCPF has a strong focus on nuclear issues, we know that, but given the possibility to
gather a big group of young people interested in Peace, | think the organizers could consider
offering different kind of teachings related to Peace and Conflict Studies.

Understanding Peace not only as the absence of war, but a way of life and state of mind.
Peace has not to be understood as a goal or something to achieve in the future. Building peace
implies a positive approach to conflicts. We need to undestand conficts as something positive
because they are the greatest possibility to learn and grow both as an individual and a community.
I think the I'YCPF needs to explore new ways of teaching from different perspectives. Sandly, we
are having armed conflicts all around the world, and all of them are very complext and different
among them, and they also seem to be very difficult to solve or transform.

I also think that the network needs to be improved. Topics on discussions could me more
complex and the feedback after the conferences could also be better.

Last but not least, I think that the I'YCPF could bring a long term plan of action which we
did not plan. Talking about peace is wonderful, discussing and creating knowledge is needed, but
In my opinion work has to be done in the field. I would love to see how all the actions we
planned together come to reality and have an impact to siciety.

I would like to finish up with my brief commentary reminding that this is just a
constructive amount of ideas, and the intention of this text is pure, willing to provide a humble
and positive point of view.
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Wellington City

The International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future 2015 presented participants with
an amazing opportunity to meet other likeminded young people from all over the world, and to learn
about peace and share their ideas of peace with the other participants.

The intake portion of the program allowed participants to learn from the Hiroshima story and
the message of peace that one can take from the history of Hiroshima and the experiences of the city.

The opportunity to visit many significant sites, and to talk to those with first-hand experience,
including a survivor of the atomic bombing, was a truly moving and humbling experience. It allowed
participants to begin a deeper process of thinking about peace, and how they could influence their city,
nations and societies once they returned home after the conference.

The program also allowed participants to experience the Japanese culture first hand, in an
immersive way. This one of the aspects that | found extremely valuable, and very memorable. The
opportunity to stay with a Japanese family, and reflect upon the differences, and similarities of
cultures, was an amazing opportunity.

Creating the Hiroshima Appeal 2015 was a process that allowed me to hear from other
participants about their ideas of peace, and how we can positively affect change in our communities in
order to create a more peaceful world. It was interesting to hear from other participants around their
experiences, and how a common theme was that when young people are involved in the peace process
and movement, the whole experience is a stronger one, with longer lasting outcomes.

| feel extremely privileged to be the first participant from Wellington City to take part in the
I'YCPF. I hope that Wellington City has the opportunity to send participants to I'YCPF in future, and
that the message of peace we created at I'YCPF 2015 is spread far and wide in our communities, cities,
and countries. The Hiroshima Appeal 2015 that was created during the conference by participants
contains an enduring message about how we can encourage peace in our cities.

As part of I'YCPF 2015, | feel | have made friends for life. The opportunity that I'YCPF
presents is so very amazing, and | hope that it continues to bring young people together from around
the world, long into the future.
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