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Date 23 October 2013

Dear Mr Matsui,
Thank you for your letter on the 8th General Conference of the Mayors for Peace.

The Netherlands strives for disarmament and non-proliferation, with a nuclear-
weapons-free world as our ultimate goal. Last April, His Excellency Fumio Kishida,
the Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs and coincidentally the first foreign
minister from Hiroshima, attended the 6th Ministerial Meeting of the Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative (NPDI) in The Hague. Through the NPDI,
the Netherlands and Japan, together with ten other countries from all over the
globe, work together to implement the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Action Plan.

A Dutch delegation led by our foreign minister Frans Timmermans will attend the
NPDI ministerial meeting in Hiroshima next April. The Netherlands believes
strongly in the importance of passing on first-hand experiences of the tragic
consequences of nuclear weapons to the younger generation, in order to ensure
that these valuable memories are not lost.

The Netherlands will continue to pursue a world free of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction. I would like to wish you and the Mayors for Peace
Initiative the best of luck in your endeavours.

-

\

Yours sincerely,’”\ ) |

ark Rutte /
__Prime-Minister of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
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