Questionnaire for the 6th General Conference of Mayors for Peace

A. Outline of your city

	1. Name of City (Country)
	                                 (                      )

	2. Contact
	(Address)

	
	(TEL)

	
	(FAX)

	
	(Website)

	3. Name of Mayor (or head of municipality)
	(Name)

	
	(E-mail)

	4. Contact person 
	(Name)

	
	(Position)

	
	(E-mail)

	5. Population
	(As of 　D/    M/      Y)

	6. Gross City Product
	US$                                   (fiscal year:        )

	7. Budget Scale
	US$                                   (fiscal year:        )

	8. Official languages
	

	9. Means of selecting Mayor or head of municipality
	· Direct election (term:      years, expires in   M/      Y)

· Indirect election (term:    years, expires in   M/      Y)

· Designation by Central Government (term:    year, expires in    M/      Y)

· Other means (term:    years, expires in     M/        Y)

Please specify:



	10. Sister/ Friendship Cities
	(City names)




B. Participation in the General Conference and the 2005 NPT Review Conference 

1. Is your city planning to attend the 6th General Conference of Mayors for Peace to be held in August 2005 in Hiroshima City?  Please tell us your thinking at the present moment.
(1) □ Yes, we are planning to attend.

(2) □ No, we will not attend.
(3) □ Not yet determined. (Will decide by:           )

2.  In our Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons, We seek to have more than 100 mayors attend the NPT Review Conference in May 2005. Is your city planning to attend the NPT Review Conference?
(1) □ Yes, we are planning to attend.

(4) □ No, we will not attend.
(3) □ Not yet determined.

C. General Conference
The quadrennial general conferences of Mayors for Peace, the last one being in 2001, have always been held in both Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Beginning with the 6th General Conference, however, the venue of the conferences will alternate between the two cities year by year. The 2005 conference will be held in Hiroshima.


We would like to organize the general conference in a democratic way, in accordance with the wishes of our member cities, and in a way that will generate lively discussions with meaningful content and useful to the achievement of the goals of Mayors for Peace.


For the 5th General Conference in 2001, the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki bore major expenses that amounted to \90, 000, 000. Since then, the financial circumstances of both cities have deteriorated significantly due to Japan’s economic recession. Therefore, we are forced to introduce measures to reduce conference costs, including an increase in the share of the cost to be borne by participants.
1. Question for cities that have previously participated in at least one general conference. Please let us know your impressions of past conferences? Detailed responses appreciated.

2.  What theme(s) would you like to discuss at the General Conference? (multiple answers allowed)

(1)  □ Abolition of nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament and disarmament in general, including the issue of the weapons of mass destruction.

(2)  □ Peace and disarmament education (human resource development)

(3)  □ Conflict prevention and peaceful resolution (confidence-building, cultivating human resources for conflict resolution)

(4)  □ Reconstruction of war-ravaged cities

(5)  □ Structures to protect children from wars (prevent children from being victims and becoming soldiers)

(6)  □ Starvation, poverty, issues of refugees and habitat (including problems caused by increasing population concentration in urban areas)

(7)  □ Human rights issues

(8)  □ Environmental issues

(9)  □ Other (please specify)



3. Would you like to speak to any of the themes you chose in Question 2 in the conference?  If you were given a speaking opportunity, what main points would you like to make in your speech? Detailed response appreciated.

(1) □ I would like to speak during the conference.


(2) □ I would NOT like to speak during the conference
(1) Since the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, an alliance of NGOs, accomplished the signing of the Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-personnel Mines, the role played by highly motivated NGOs with expertise on the concerned subject is increasingly important. To promote the Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons, the Mayors for Peace is trying to collaborate with NGOs and arouse international public demand for the abolition of nuclear weapons. The general conference is basically a forum where our member cities gather together and discuss various topics. However, we have been inviting non-member cities, and in some cases NGO representatives have attended the conference on their mayors’ behalf.  To arouse international public demand for the abolition of nuclear weapons, cooperation with global NGOs will be increasingly necessary. Given this situation, what do you think about inviting NGOs related to certain themes to attend the General Conference as observers?

(2) □ We should invite NGOs to participate in the general conference.

(3) □ We should not invite NGOs. We should stay with cities or municipalities.

(4) □ Other (Please specify)


4. To establish global consensus for the abolition of nuclear weapons, especially in the event of an unsatisfactory result of the 2005 NPT Review Conference, we need to cooperate with nations actively involved with anti-nuclear movement. Do you think we should invite such national delegates to our 6th General Conference to foster such relationships?

(1) □ We should invite national delegates to the general conference.

(2) □ We should not include national delegates to the Conference.

(3) □ Other. Please specify.


D. New activities for the Mayors for Peace to address
Problems devastating to peace in the human family have been wide-ranging over the years, and the topics have been complicated and mixed. The needs of citizens have also varied, but mayors have a responsibility to protect their citizens’ right to live safely and peacefully. To fulfill this responsibility, Mayors for Peace developed an Overall Action Plan at the 5th General Conference in 2001 and have since worked on several highly effective activities. Do you see a need to work even harder on current problems?
1. The number of Mayors for Peace member cities has grown into a global network of 619 cities in 109 countries and territories (as of August 25, 2004). However, some have suggested that the global network has not been sufficiently utilized for Mayors for Peace activities.  How do you think the global network of Mayors for Peace can be more effectively utilized?  Please write as much detail as possible.


2. Please suggest how we can collaborate with International NGOs, specifying what activities we might take up and how we might approach them.


E. Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons

The purpose of the Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons is to start negotiating at the NPT Review Conference in May 2005 to immediately de-alert all the nuclear arsenals deployed for actual combat. It is to conclude and bring into effect a Nuclear Weapons Convention by the year 2010, in order to create a peaceful world free from nuclear threats by the year 2020. To realize this, we need to arouse international public demand for the abolition of nuclear weapons.
1. In our Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons, we designated the one-year period from August 6 this year to August 9 next year as a Year of Remembrance and Action for a Nuclear Weapon Free World. During that year, we ask member cities to hold and/or support special events in your city to attract more public attention to the issues of peace and nuclear weapons. Please let us know what kind of events your city has held or is planning to hold during the year.  Events organized by the private sector, including NGOs, can be included. We would appreciate the enclosure of written material describing the details of the event(s) in your city.

For example, NGOs and/or YMCAs in the following cities have organized ceremonies, meetings and/or concerts: Santa Barbara, Seattle and Honolulu, USA; Manchester, UK; Como, Italy; and Montreal, Canada. The city of Muntinlupa in the Philippines has been holding peace marches.
(1) □ International conference, national conference, etc.

(2) □ Lecture, symposium, seminar, etc.

(3) □ Public rally

(4) □ Peace march or walk

(5) □ Memorial services or vigils for A-bomb or war victims

(6) □ Cultural events including peace concert, music festival, art exhibition, art competition, etc.
(7) □ Sports events such as peace marathons
(8) □ Other activities. Please specify.


2.  Please write any ideas you may have about how to develop the Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons, especially regarding step 4, the Hiroshima Nagasaki Process.


Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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