
 

 
 
March 2010 

 
Dear Fellow Mayor,  
 
I trust this letter finds you well. 
 
I am writing today to invite you to join Mayors for Peace, an organization led by the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
 
As you may know, the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were instantly obliterated by atomic 
bombings in August 1945.  Hundreds of thousands of precious lives were lost.  To avoid any 
repetition of this horrifying tragedy, the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have worked 
continuously to communicate to the world the inhumanity of the atomic bomb and the need to 
abolish nuclear weapons. 
 
Mayors for Peace was founded in 1982 by the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to promote the 
total elimination of nuclear weapons and the realization of genuine and lasting world peace.  
Today, we are a category II international non-governmental organization accredited by the 
United Nations with 3,680 member cities in 135 countries and regions. 
 
In any war, especially nuclear war, it is cities that suffer most.  We mayors are duty-bound to 
protect our citizens, and to prevent the unimaginable tragedy of a nuclear attack, we must work 
together to eliminate all nuclear weapons.  Therefore, Mayors for Peace are now conducting a 
“2020 Vision Campaign” with the goal of total nuclear weapons abolition by the year 2020, the 
75th anniversary of the atomic bombings. 
 
To strengthen this campaign, we need as many cities as possible to join our organization.  For 
more information about Mayors for Peace and our campaign, please visit our website at: 
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/. 
 
Membership involves no annual dues.  However, we are now calling for our member cities, 
foundations, like-minded corporations, and individuals to contribute funds for promoting the 
2020 Vision Campaign.  I hope you will consider not only joining us, but also contributing to 
our campaign.  To join, simply fill in and sign the attached registration form and return it to us. 
 
I close with my best wishes for your continued good health and sound growth and developments 
for your city. 
 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Tadatoshi Akiba 
Mayor of Hiroshima 
President 
Mayors for Peace 

 
 
 

Mayors for Peace Secretariat 
c/o : Peace and International Solidarity Promotion Division,  

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation 
�� TEL�´ +81-82-242-7821  FAX�´ +81-82-242-7452 
�� E-mail�´ mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp 
�� URL�´ http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/index.html 

Mayors for Peace                      �� ���� ���� ���� ��       

������������                                               
C/O Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, 1-5 Nakajima-cho Naka-ku Hiroshima 730-0811 Japan 
Phone:81-82-242-7821 Fax:81-82-242-7452 E-mail:mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp 
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To Dr. Tadatoshi Akiba 

Mayor of Hiroshima 

President of Mayors for Peace 
 
I hereby express my city/municipality’s support for the abolition of nuclear weapons and desire to join the 

Mayors for Peace.* 
 

Name of your country:                                      

Name of your city/municipality:                                                

Mayor’s name:                                     �� ��   Gender:�§ Male �§ Female�

Address:                                                                         

                                                                                

TEL:                                      �� �� ��       

FAX:                                      �� �� ��       

E-mail:                                                 

 

Contact person 

Name:                                     �� �� �� �� ��   Gender:�§ Male �§ Female 

Position:                                                 

E-mail:                       ��                          

Website:                                    �� �� ��        

Population:                  �� ��              �� �� ��      

�

Date:                       �� �� �� ��       

 

Mayor’s Signature:                                              

 
*This registration form is to express your city/municipality’s decision to join Mayors for Peace. If your 
city/municipality requires specific procedures, including approval from your city/municipal council, please 
submit this form after such procedures are completed.  

Mayors for Peace 
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The City of Hiroshima 
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Mayors for Peace 
��

1 Outline 
In August 1945, single atomic bombs dropped on the 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki instantaneously 
reduced them to rubble, taking vast numbers of 
precious lives.  To ensure that the atomic tragedy is 
never repeated anywhere on earth, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki have consistently sought to persuade the 
world that nuclear weapons are inhumane and have 
continually called for their total abolition. 

 
On June 24 1982, at the 2nd Special Session on 
Disarmament held at United Nations Headquarters in 
New York, the mayor of Hiroshima announced the Program to Promote the Solidarity of Cities 
toward the Total Abolition of Nuclear Weapons, a plan to build transnational solidarity among 
cities to facilitate collective efforts toward the elimination of nuclear weapons. The mayors of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki issued a joint call to cities everywhere to support this program. 

 
Mayors for Peace is a body made up of cities that have expressed their support for the program 
described above.  In March 1990, the Conference was registered as an NGO with the United 
Nations Department of Public Information; it was registered as a Category II NGO (currently 
called an NGO in Special Consultative Status) with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council in May 1991. 

�
2 History of Activities 

Date Activities 
June 1982 Called for “Inter-city Solidarity” program at the 2nd UN Special Session on Disarmament 
August 1985 Held 1st World Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity 
June 1988 Attended 3rd Special Session on Disarmament at UN Headquarters 
August 1989 Held 2nd World Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity 
August 1993 Held 3rd World Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity 
April 1995 Attended NPT Review and Extension Conference 
August 1997 Held 4th World Conferenceof Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity 
May 2000 Attended NPT Review Conference at UN Headquarters in New York 
August 2001 Held 5th World Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity; renamed 

“Mayors for Peace” 
April 2003 Attended NPT Preparatory Committee meeting 
November 2003 Officially launched “Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons” 
April 2004 Led Mayoral Delegation to NPT Preparatory Committee meeting 
May 2005 Led Mayoral Delegation to NPT Review Conference 
August 2005 Held 6th General Conference of Mayors for Peace 
July 2006 Launched Good Faith Challenge and Cities Are Not Targets (CANT) project at events in 

The Hague, Netherlands commemorating 10th anniversary of ICJ advisory opinion 
April  2007 Led Mayoral Delegation to the NPT Preparatory Committee meeting 
April 2008 Launched the Hiroshima –Nagasaki Protocol at the NPT Preparatory Committee 

meeting in Geneva, Switzerland 
June 2008 Sent a letter to all member cities requesting their support for the Hiroshima-Nagasaki 

Protocol 
May 2009 Led Mayoral Delegation to NPT Preparatory Committee Meeting 

President Akiba, Mayor of Hiroshima and Vice President Taue, Mayor of Nagasaki 
spoke at the NGO Session.  As a means of strengthening international demand for the 
abolition of nuclear weapons, Mayor Akiba proposed referring to the global majority 
seeking a nuclear-weapon-free world as the “Obamajority.” 

August 2009 Held 7th General Conference of Mayors for Peace (Nagasaki City) 
 

Mayors for Peace Secretariat 
c/o : Peace and International Solidarity Promotion Division,  

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation 
�� TEL�´ +81-82-242-7821  FAX�´ +81-82-242-7452 
�� E-mail�´ mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp 
�� URL�´ http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/index.html 
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The 2020 Vision 

(An Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons) 
>Ì

1 Outline 
To date, the nuclear-weapon states are evidently 
uninterested in pursuing their good-faith negotiations 
toward nuclear disarmament.  Some openly state their 
intentions to develop “usable” tactical nuclear weapons.  
These actions are provoking nuclear proliferation, and the 
NPT regime teeters on the verge of collapse. The 
elimination of nuclear weapons remains an elusive goal. 
 
In response to mounting nuclear peril, Mayors for Peace 
launched an "Emergency Campaign to Ban Nuclear Weapons" to promote its "2020 Vision," 
a program to eliminate all nuclear weapons by the year 2020, the 75th anniversary of the 
atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Mayors for Peace, other associations of 
local authorities, NGOs and private individuals are now working together to promote this 
campaign. 
 
This campaign has received support from numerous prestigious organizations, including the  
EU Parliament, U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM), International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW), National Conference of Black Mayors, Japan 
Association of City Mayors, Japan Council of Nuclear-Free Local Authorities, and the World 
Assembly of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG). 
 

2 Major Activities 
(1) Cities Appeal supporting the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol and a resolution at the 

NPT Review Conference 2010 
Mayors for Peace announced the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, a roadmap to a 
nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020, at NPT PrepCom in Geneva in April 2008. 

 
This Protocol would supplement the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and we intend 
for it to be adopted by the NPT Review Conference in 2010.  To achieve this goal, we 
are also promoting a Cities Appeal, a petition to be signed by member mayors or other 
elected officials in support of our lobbying activities at the UN. 

 
 (2) Cities Are Not Targets (CANT) project Petition Drive 

Sending a message to nuclear-weapon states that cities are not willing to be targeted by 
nuclear weapons, cities around the world are pointing to the inhumanity and illegality of 
such targeting, and have asked nuclear-weapon states for assurances that they will not 
be attacked. 

 
�
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Outline of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol 

��

1 Purpose 
We face a critical tipping point with respect to the proliferation and use of nuclear weapons. The 
NPT, the only international agreement controlling nuclear weapons, is on the verge of collapse.  
 
To cope with this challenge, Mayors for Peace is promoting our 2020 Vision, a campaign to ban 
nuclear weapons that is now focusing on the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, a concrete 
commitment to a nuclear-weapon-free world.  Such a commitment is an urgent necessity. 
 
The Protocol offers a roadmap toward total nuclear weapons abolition by 2020, and our campaign 
is now concentrating on adoption of this protocol at the NPT Review Conference in 2010. 
 
In the next few years, the international community will decide either to eliminate nuclear weapons 
or use them.  Mayors for Peace is preparing for the decisive decade, the UN Decade of 
Disarmament, 2010 to 2020.  Using the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, we are calling on 
concerned governments for concrete action, and we are supporting our requests with petition 
drives obtaining signatures from cities and citizens.  We continue to insist that the will of the 
overwhelming majority of countries and people on this planet be respected and that good-faith 
negotiations for the total elimination of nuclear weapons begin immediately.�

��

2 Framework 
 

��

��
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��
 

3 Timetable 

Period Content 

April 2008 
�������� NPT Preparatory Committee in Geneva��������  
Announced the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol 

June 2008 Launched the Cities Appeal at the city (elected official) level supporting the 
Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol 

May 2009 
�������� NPT Preparatory Committee in New York��������  
* Lobby governments for support of a resolution commending the Protocol to the 
 NPT Review Conference 

August 2009  
Decided Action Plan at the 7th General Conference of Mayors for Peace in Nagasaki, 
including promotion of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol for adoption at the 2010 NPT 
Review Conference 

May 2010 
�������� NPT Review Conference in New York��������  
Seek adoption of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol  

All states shall cease all activities related to the acquisition and deployment of nuclear 
weapons. 

Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol 
- a roadmap to a nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020 - 

�

Total Nuclear Weapons Abolition by the year 2020 

All states shall start and continue good-faith negotiations leading to an international 
framework agreement on nuclear weapons abolition.�

All states shall conclude a Nuclear Weapons Convention or comparable treaty by 2015 to ban 
all activities related to the acquisition or use of nuclear weapons.�

Nuclear-weapon states shall dismantle nuclear weapons, including delivery systems, and 
downgrade all weapons-grade fissile materials under strict and effective international control. 
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Protocol complementary to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons for achieving a nuclear-weapon-free world by the year 2020 
 

Desiring to establish an over-arching means of addressing nuclear disarmament in all its aspects so as to 
facilitate the fulfillment by States Parties of their obligations under Article VI of the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and with a view to all states fulfilling the nuclear disarmament 
obligation found by the International Court of Justice in their 1996 advisory opinion on the legality of the 
use or threat of nuclear weapons; 

Considering that continued exploitation of the discriminatory nature of the Treaty, wherein 
nuclear-weapon States Parties are exempted from the prohibition on the acquisition of nuclear weapons, is 
incompatible with the pursuit in good faith of nuclear disarmament in all its aspects;  

Considering further that full equality under international law must be re-established by the elimination of 
all nuclear arsenals as agreed in the 1995 Extension Conference decision on “Principles and Objectives”; 
 
Article I 
1. The nuclear-weapon States Parties to this Protocol shall cease forthwith: 

(a) all activities related to the acquisition of nuclear weapon which non-nuclear-weapon States 
Parties are prohibited from pursuing under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons; 

(b) all activities which incorporate nuclear weapons into their military doctrines and practices; and 
shall place all nuclear weapons and weapon-usable fissile materials in safe and secure storage at 
the earliest possible date. 

2. All other States Parties to this Protocol possessing weapons-usable fissile material shall take those steps 
required of the nuclear-weapon States in paragraph 1 which apply to their circumstances. 
 
Article II 
1. The States Parties to this Protocol shall pursue in good faith negotiations on achieving nuclear 
disarmament in all its aspects under the following two main sections:   
Section One negotiations will standardize and legally codify the measures taken under Article I, 
paragraph 1, (a) and (b). 
Section Two negotiations will address: 

(c) the elimination of all nuclear weapons and related deployment systems, including delivery 
vehicles, launch platforms, and command and control systems. 

(d) the elimination of all infrastructure associated with the acquisition of nuclear-weapon system, 
including production and testing facilities, and of all weapon-usable fissile material stocks.  

2. The negotiations called for in paragraph 1 shall have as their objective a Nuclear Weapons Convention 
or a comparable Framework Agreement.  Negotiations shall begin forthwith and be pursued without 
interruption by all States Parties until this objective is achieved.   A Secretariat for the negotiations shall 
be established that remains in operation until negotiations are concluded.   
3. Every good faith effort shall be made to ensure that all measures related to Section One are agreed and 
implemented before or by 2015 and that all measures related to Section Two are agreed and implemented 
before or by 2020.   
4. All measures contained or foreseen in the Nuclear Weapons Convention or Framework Agreement shall 
be subject to strict and effective international control and shall provide for international institutions 
capable of ensuring that the nuclear-weapon free world which is achieved can be maintained indefinitely. 
 
Article III 
Nothing in this Protocol shall be interpreted as diminishing in anyway the nonproliferation obligations of 
any State Party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; including each State’s 
obligation to cooperate in the establishment and operation of the international institutions of Article II, 
paragraph 4. 
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March 2010 

 
Dear Fellow Mayor, 
 
We have been so heartened by the way old and new members of Mayors for Peace have embraced the 2020 
Vision of a nuclear-weapon-free world by the year 2020.  But four-and-a-half years have elapsed without 
significant progress toward our goal.  If anything, the situation has worsened.  If our vision is to remain 
compelling, it must now mature into a plan.  Taking the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) as the foundation, we have set forth a plan of action in the form of a protocol to the Treaty 
which would allow all states to contribute to realizing the 2020 Vision. 
 
We call this protocol the “Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol” in the profound hope that this will encourage 
people throughout the world to accord it commensurate attention. 
 
We are under no illusion that governments will suddenly seize upon the Protocol as the answer to the 
difficulties that face them in the field of nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament.  Years of deadlock 
have led to increasingly lower expectations in the diplomatic world.  Many seem to think that if we can 
just manage to muddle through, we should be grateful.  But far too much is at stake.  The 
Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol (see below) challenges governments to concentrate on eliminating the nuclear 
threat once and for all. 
 
No constituency is more qualified to communicate the importance of nuclear disarmament than the 
representatives of people who live in cities.  Nuclear weapons were developed because of their capacity to 
destroy cities, and that capacity remains to this day at the core of the national security policies of the 
nuclear-armed states.  The cities of the world – where more than half of humanity now resides – have 
spoken in no uncertain terms: “Cities Are Not Targets!”  National governments need to know that cities 
expect more from them.  By rallying behind the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, cities can inspire 
governments to aim higher. 

 
The Cities Appeal will be formally presented to the 2010 NPT Review Conference.  We hope that by then 
it will have garnered support from thousands of cities.  
 
We know only too well that you, as a fellow mayor, have many pressing concerns.  If you have only fifteen 
minutes to spare for this vital issue, please use them to read the Protocol, sign the Appeal and send it back to 
the contact below.  Every signature is a vital contribution to solving the most urgent global issue of our 
time.  We deeply appreciate your valuable support. 
 
We close with best wishes for your continued good health and sound development of your city. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 

 
Tadatoshi Akiba Tomihisa Taue 
Mayor Mayor 
The City of Hiroshima The City of Nagasaki 

 
 

 Please send back the signed Cities Appeal to: 
Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign International Secretariat 
c/o City Hall, Grote Markt 34, 8900 Ypres, BELGIUM 
Fax:    +32-57-23 92 76 (Attn. Mayors for Peace) 
E-mail: 2020visioncampaign@ieper.be 

Mayors for Peace                      �� ���� ���� ���� ��       
������������                                               
C/O Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, 1-2 Nakajima-cho Naka-ku Hiroshima 730-0811 Japan 
Phone:81-82-242-7821 Fax:81-82-242-7452 E-mail:mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp 

�
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Send this back to: 2020visioncampaign@ieper.be or fax to +32-57-23 92 76   (Attn. Mayors for Peace) 

Cities Appeal in support of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol 
Mindful that according to the United Nations Population Fund, “In 2008, for the first time in history, more than 
half of the world’s population will be living in towns and cities;” and that United Cities and Local Governments 
is recognized by UN agencies as the voice of cities worldwide; 
 
Taking, in this regard, special note of the support expressed in the 2007 Jeju Declaration of the Second World 
Congress of United Cities and Local Governments for “the Mayors for Peace campaign, which lobbies the 
international community to renounce weapons of mass destruction;”  
 
Noting that while the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention prohibit the 
acquisition of such weapons of mass destruction without exemption, the Treaty of the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) exempts five “nuclear-weapons States” from the prohibition on the acquisition of 
nuclear weapons; 
 
Underscoring that the aforementioned exemption was never meant to be permanent as all States were obligated 
to “pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to ... nuclear disarmament;”  
 
Recalling that, in 2005, a Mayors for Peace statement based on a resolution of the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
and signed by 575 mayors worldwide called upon State Parties to the NPT to take a decision to commence 
negotiation on the elimination of nuclear weapons and weapon-usable fissile material, and that this resolution 
was presented in the Great Hall of the General Assembly to the NPT Review Conference President; 
 
Alarmed that not only did the 2005 NPT Review Conference fail to reach agreement on any decisions 
whatsoever and but also that no negotiations whatsoever have occurred in the years since to advance the 
objective of nuclear disarmament; 
 
Mindful that the elimination of all nuclear weapons by the year 2020 has become more difficult because of this 
lack of progress and other adverse developments, but convinced that with a rededication to good faith efforts the 
objective is still achievable; 
 
Welcoming wholeheartedly the 62nd UN General Assembly decision to begin preparations for a UN Decade for 
Disarmament, 2010-2020; 
 
We the undersigned elected representatives of citizens of our cities: 
 
Call upon all people to contribute to the preparations for the UN Decade for Disarmament;  
 
Pledge to do our utmost to ensure that it will be a decisive decade for nuclear disarmament; 
 
Call upon the State Parties to the NPT to ensure that the current NPT review process lays the foundation for 
actual nuclear disarmament during the UN Disarmament Decade and, to that end, urge each Head of Government 
to lead the government delegation to the 2010 Review Conference and to include in the delegation at least one 
representative of the nation’s cities; 
 
Recommend for the immediate consideration of all States, not least each of our own, the Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Protocol (appended) as a direct means of fulfilling the promise of the NPT by the year 2020, thereby meeting the 
obligation found by the International Court of Justice “to conclude negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament 
in all its aspect under strict and effective international control;” 
 
Challenge all States to adopt the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol without delay and to undertake in good faith to 
present to the 65th General Assembly in September 2010 the envisioned Nuclear Weapons Convention or 
Framework Agreement. 
 
 
 

Signature: [Mayor or Governor, City Councilor, or other elected local authority representative] 
 
*Please clearly print your name, the name of your local authority, and country below, thank you. 
 
          Name and your title: 
 
 
          Name of your local authority:    Country: 
 
 

 
(NOTE: Signing the Appeal does not make you a member of Mayors for Peace.  If you wish to affiliate your city with 
Mayors for Peace please use the REGISTRATION FORM link at http://tinyurl.com/54upwk .) 
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Please tell the nuclear powers that Cities Are Not Targets!����

 
Cities Are Not Targets (CANT) project Petition Drive 

 
 
 
 
 

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation 
 
< Mayors for Peace calls cities together to build a nuclear-weapon-free world. > 
 
Since our experience of the atomic bombing 64 years ago, Hiroshima has continually called for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons and realization of lasting world peace.  Despite our efforts, many areas around the world 
remain trapped in chains of hatred, violence and retaliation, our planet still bristles with vast arsenals of nuclear 
weapons, and the probability that such weapons will be used is increasing. 
 
In response to this crisis, Mayors for Peace, an NGO over which we preside that now has more than 3,600 
member cities in 135 countries and regions, is conducting an emergency campaign to eliminate all nuclear 
weapons by 2020 globally.  This is our 2020 Vision Campaign. 
 
The year 2006 was the 10th anniversary of the International Court of Justice advisory opinion that, “The threat or 
use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, 
and in particular the principles and rules of humanitarian law.”  Mayors for Peace marked this landmark finding 
by launching Phase II of our 2020 Vision Campaign.  The centerpiece of this phase is the Good Faith Challenge, 
a program for demanding that all governments abide by the other ICJ finding that, “There exists an obligation to 
pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects 
under strict and effective international control.”  As a further contribution by cities, we have also initiated a 
Cities Are Not Targets (CANT) project to demand assurances from nuclear weapon states that no cities are 
targeted for nuclear attack. 
 
We attended the NPT Preparatory Committee with the Mayoral Delegations formed by our member cities, held in 
Geneva, Switzerland in April 2008.  We called for the good faith efforts to government representatives, and 
launched the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, which shows the roadmap with certain process each government 
much address toward the total abolition of nuclear weapons.  This will reinforce our activities toward the 
elimination of nuclear weapons by the year 2020. 
 

< Please support the Cities Are Not TargetsH�CANTH�project. > 
Nuclear weapons are illegal, immoral devices designed to obliterate entire cities.  Despite the end of the Cold 
War, the danger of nuclear weapons remains virtually unchanged.  We still have thousands of nuclear warheads 
deployed and ready to fire on warning.  At the push of a button, nuclear-tipped missiles can be on their way to a 
target city.  If such an event were to take place, some city, home to children and hundreds of thousands of 
innocent noncombatants, would suffer utter devastation. 
 
The Mayors for Peace project is designed to lift the voices of cities and citizens to say, “No!  You may not 
target cities.  You may not target children.”  Through these activities, we intend to bring to the attention of 
mayors, citizens and national leaders the fact that cities are, in fact, still being targeted for annihilation and the 
International Court of Justice has found this threat itself to be a war crime.  Furthermore, we hope this project 
will intensify our demand that the nuclear-weapon states fulfill their promise to “negotiate in good faith” to 
abolish all nuclear weapons. 
 
In addition, based on the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, each government should address concretely to realize the 
abolition of nuclear weapons.  Through our member cities, we ask each government’s favor to this Protocol and 
aim at adopting it at the NPT Review Conference.  To make the momentum, we try to raise the citizens’ voice to 
stimulate the international public opinion. 
 
The goal of this project is not a shifting of nuclear weapons away from cities but their total elimination.  And, 
when we speak here of “cities,” we refer not to a municipal entity of a certain size but to any area in which 
children and non-combatants are living routine daily lives. 
 
Please participate in the petition drive associated with this project.  Mayors for Peace will deliver your message 
to the nuclear-weapon states and to the United Nations.  Let all peoples around the world come together and 
bequeath to our children a genuinely peaceful world free from nuclear weapons! 

(* Your name, address and other personal information provided here will not be used for any other purpose.) 
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Cities Are Not Targets (CANT) project 
Petition Form 

Petition for the Non-Targeting of Cities and the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons����
����

We, the undersigned, make the following demands of the leaders of all Nuclear Weapon States. 
�  Do not target the cities in which we live with nuclear weapons! 
�  Do not target any cities, towns or villages anywhere in the world inhabited by innocent 

children! 
�  In accordance with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Hiroshima-Nagasaki 

Protocol for a Nuclear Weapons Convention, please engage constructively in good-faith 
negotiations to abolish all nuclear weapons by the year 2020! 

�  Do not, even in war, attack cities or non-combatants! 
�

* The personal information you provide here will not be disclosed to any third party or used for any purpose other 
than for the stated purpose of the petition unless required by law.  

 
Mayors for Peace Secretariat 
c/o : Peace and International Solidarity Promotion Division,  

Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation 
�� TEL�´ +81-82-242-7821  FAX�´ +81-82-242-7452 
�� E-mail�´ mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp 
�� URL�´ http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/index.html 
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Covenant of the Mayors for Peace 
 
In August, 1945, the first nuclear weapons ever used in human history caused an indescribable 
catastrophe for the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Even now a number of A-bomb survivors are still 
suffering physically, psychologically, and socially from various after-effects.  Nevertheless, nuclear 
weapons have not been abolished; they continue to threaten human existence.  Our goal is to maintain 
environments that enable citizens to lead safe, cultural lives, and to contribute to the attainment of lasting 
world peace.  To this end, we pledge to make every effort to create an inter-city solidarity transcending 
national boundaries and ideological differences in order to achieve the total abolition of nuclear weapons 
and avert the recurrence of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki tragedies. 
 
We agree to the intent of the "Program to Promote Solidarity of Cities towards the Total Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons" proposed by Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Furthermore, we hope that the "World 
Conference of Mayors for Peace through Inter-city Solidarity," which held its first session in August of 
1985, shall become a permanent organization.  Accordingly, we do hereby establish an organization to 
be known as the "Mayors for Peace". 
 

CHAPTER I 
PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES 

 
Purposes 

ARTICLE 1 
The Purposes of the "Mayors for Peace" are to contribute to the attainment of lasting world peace by 
arousing concern among citizens of the world for the total abolition of nuclear weapons through close 
solidarity among all cities which agree to the "Program to Promote Solidarity of Cities towards the Total 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapons" as well as by striving to solve vital problems for the human race such as 
starvation and poverty, the plight of refugees, human rights abuses, and environmental degradation.  
(Cities which agree to the "Program to Promote Solidarity of Cities towards the Total Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons" are hereinafter cited as solidarity cities.)  
 

Purposes 
ARTICLE 2 

The Organization and solidarity cities, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act in 
accordance with the following Principles; 

(a) The Organization shall be based on friendship, goodwill, and respect for the actual conditions of 
Solidarity Cities. 

(b) The Organization shall devote itself to the total abolition of nuclear weapons and the attainment of 
lasting world peace, and to the solution of such problems as starvation, poverty, the plight of 
refugees, human rights abuses, and environmental degradation in cooperation with the United 
Nations, a major peace-keeping organization in the world. 

(c) Solidarity Cities shall work for the development of friendly relationships and bonds of solidarity 
among cities on the basis of mutual understanding and shall act in good faith for the attainment of 
the Purposes in accordance with the present Covenant. 

(d) Solidarity Cities shall seek to increase global awareness of the "Spirit of Hiroshima and Nagasaki" 
by introducing and expanding the idea of Inter-City Solidarity. 

 
CHAPTER II 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Details of the Activities 
ARTICLE 3 

The Organization, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall be engaged in the following 
activities; 

(a) To introduce and expand the idea of inter-city solidarity to worldwide cities. 
(b) To make an appeal for the total abolition of nuclear weapons and general and complete 

disarmament to related organizations such as the United Nations. 
(c) To coordinate the following activities promoted by Solidarity Cities.  

(i) Solidarity Cities shall hold gatherings and events devoted to the cause of disarmament and peace, 
and/or to the solution of such problems as starvation, poverty, the plight of refugees, human rights  
 
 
abuses, and environmental degradation and shall send copies of any statement, resolution, or 
proclamation, associated with these events, to other Solidarity Cities. 

(ii) Solidarity cities shall transmit messages advocating the total abolition of nuclear weapons and 
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general and complete disarmament to the Secretary-General and the President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations during the United Nations Disarmament Week.  In addition, 
copies of the messages shall be exchanged with other Solidarity Cities. 

(iii) Solidarity Cities that sponsor workshops or meetings on peace, disarmament, and security issues, 
and/or the solution of such problems as starvation, poverty, the plight of refugees, human rights 
abuses, and environmental degradation shall send relevant pamphlets, books, and materials 
reporting these results to other Solidarity Cities. 

(iv) Solidarity Cities that publish or obtain materials, brochures, or books related to peace, 
disarmament, and security issues, and/or to the solution of such problems as starvation, poverty, 
the plight of refugees, human rights abuses, and environmental degradation shall bring them to 
the attention of other Solidarity Cities. 

(v) Bearing in mind the current international situation and the urgency and importance of nuclear 
disarmament, Solidarity Cities shall hold photographic exhibitions which describe and depict to 
citizens around the world the actual nature of the devastations wreaked by the atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

(vi) The cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki shall cooperate by providing necessary exhibition 
photographs and introducing documentary films, slides, and books, that depict the disaster caused 
by the atomic bombings. 

(d) To sponsor and organize events as may be necessary to achieve the Purposes stated in the present 
Covenant. 

 
CHAPTER III 

EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS 
 

Executive Officials 
ARTICLE 4 

1. Executive Officials of the Organization shall consist of: one President; an appropriate number of 
Vice-Presidents and Executive Members. 

2. The President and the Vice-President shall be elected by Solidarity Cities. 
3. The President shall supervise and represent the Organization, and shall chair the Conference. 
4. The Vice-President shall assist the President.  In case of the inability of the President to carry out the 

duties of the office, the Vice-President shall fulfill the duties of the President. 
5. The Executive Members shall be appointed from Solidarity Cities by the President with regional 

conditions taken into consideration. 
6. The Executive Members shall assist the President and the Vice-President and shall act for the smooth 

management of the Organization. 
 

Term of Office 
ARTICLE 5 

1. The term of office of the Executive Officials shall be until such time that new Executive Officials are 
elected at a succeeding General Conference.  Each office shall be open to reelection. 

2. Whatever the stipulations of previous clauses, if a member-city mayor holding an elected office resigns 
or retires his or her mayoralty, the succeeding mayor shall assume said office.  In such case, the 
succeeding officer's term shall last as long as the original term of the retiring or resigning officer. 

 
CHAPTER IV 

CONFERENCE 
 

General Conference and Executive Conference 
ARTICLE 6 

The Organization shall hold a General Conference and an Executive Conference. 
 

General Conference 
ARTICLE 7 

1. The General Conference shall meet every four years in principle. 
2. The General Conference shall be held to achieve the Purposes stated in Article 1 and to decide and 

approve relevant questions. 
 

Executive Conference 
ARTICLE 8 

1. The Executive Conference shall consist of the Executive Officials and shall meet when the occasion 
arises. 

2. The Executive Conference shall be authorized to make emergency decisions for the Organization in 
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place of the General Conference with the exception of electing the President and the Vice-President. 
 

Convocation 
ARTICLE 9 

The General Conference or the Executive Conference shall be convoked by the President. 
 

Voting 
ARTICLE 10 

1. Each Solidarity City participating in the General Conference or the Executive Conference shall have 
one vote.  In case of absence, each Solidarity City may delegate its vote by proxy to another 
participating city. 

2. Decisions of the Conference on all questions shall be made by a simple majority vote of participating 
cities.  In case of tie votes, the President shall cast a deciding vote. 

3. When circumstances render it impossible to hold a Conference, decisions shall be made by votes 
conveyed in letters to the Secretariat from Solidarity Cities. 

 
CHAPTER V 

THE SECRETARIAT 
 

Establishment of the Secretariat 
ARTICLE 11 

The Secretariat shall be established in Hiroshima to operate the Organization. 
 

Secretariat Staff 
ARTICLE 12 

1. The Secretariat shall be comprised of a Secretary-General and support-staff. 
2. The Secretary-General and support-staff shall be appointed by the President. 
 

CHAPTER VI 
SHARE OF EXPENSES 

 
Expenses 

ARTICLE 13 
Expenses required to operate the Secretariat (ordinary expenditure) and expenses required to hold the 
Conference (extraordinary expenditure) shall be decided by the General Conference on the 
recommendation of the Executive Conference. 
 

CHAPTER VII 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 
Amendments 

ARTICLE 14 
Amendments to the present Covenant shall come into force upon adoption by a two-thirds majority of the 
participating cities at the General Conference. 
 

Delegation 
ARTICLE 15 

Decisions required to operate the Secretariat, other than those stipulated in the present Covenant, shall be 
made by the President. 
 
� � � � � This covenant was executed on November 1, 1986. 
     Revised on October 16, 1991, effective the same day. 
     Revised on August 5, 2001, effective the same day. 
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No Area Countries & Regions Cities No Area Countries & Regions Cities

1 Asia Afghanistan 1 70Europe Albania 1
2 Bangladesh 21 71 Andorra 2
3 Bhutan 1 72 Austria 37
4 993 Cities Cambodia 1 731,926 Cities Belarus 1
5 China 7 74 Belgium 348
6 Cyprus 4 75 Bosnia and Herzegovina 8
7 India 16 76 Bulgaria 4
8 Indonesia 3 77 Croatia 29
9 Iran 19 78 Czech 28

10 Iraq 119 79 Denmark 15
11 Israel 48 80 Estonia 4
12 Japan 612 81 Finland 3
13 Jordan 2 82 France 115
14 Korea 3 83 Georgia 1
15 Lebanon 1 84 Germany 337
16 Malaysia 8 85 Greece 7
17 Mongolia 4 86 Hungary 4
18 Nepal 5 87 Ireland 11
19 Northern Cyprus 3 88 Italy 315
20 Pakistan 13 89 Kazakhstan 5
21 Palestine 28 90 Kyrgyzstan 1
22 Philippines 15 91 Latvia 1
23 Sri Lnka 37 92 Lithuania 2
24 Syrian Arab Republic 2 93 Luxembourg 56
25 Taiwan 3 94 Malta 1
26 Thailand 1 95 Moldova 1
27 Turkey 11 96 Netherlands 51
28 Viet Nam 3 97 Norway 86
29 Yemen 2 98 Poland 7
30 Africa Benin 3 99 Portugal 32
31 Botswana 3 100 Romania 4
32 Burkina Faso 2 101 Russia 16
33 165 cities Burundi 1 102 Serbia 3
34 Cameroon 54 103 Slovakia 1
35 Cape Verde 1 104 Slovenija 2
36 Cote D'ivoire 1 105 Spain 285
37 Egypt 2 106 Sweden 12
38 Eritrea 2 107 Switzerland 20
39 Gambia 3 108 Tajikistan 2
40 Ghana 1 109 U.K. 61
41 Kenya 2 110 Ukraine 4
42 Lesotho 1 111 Uzbekistan 3
43 Liberia 1 112North America Canada 79
44 Malawi 2 113 Greenland 1
45 Mali 5 114 U.S.A. 156
46 Mauritania 2 115 Argentine 7
47 Mauritius 1 116 Bolivia 2
48 Morocco 2 117 Brazil 9
49 Namibia 1 118 Chile 4
50 Nigeria 1 119263 cities Columbia 1
51 Rwanda 1 120 Costa Rica 37
52 Senegal 5 121 Cuba 2
53 Seychells 1 122 Dominica 1
54 Sierra Leone 1 123 Dominican Republic 2
55 Somaliland 1 124 Ecuador 5
56 South Africa 7 125 Guyana 1
57 Tanzania 1 126 Haiti 2
58 Togo 1 127 Honduras 1
59 Uganda 53 128 Jamaica 1
60 Zambia 3 129 Mexico 5
61 Oceania Australia 56 130 Nicaragua 152
62 Fiji 2 131 Paraguay 1
63 French Polynesia 1 132 Peru 3
64 97 cities Marshall Islands 1 133 Trinidad Tobago 2
65 Micronesia 2 134 Uruguay 1
66 New Zealand 32 135 Venezuela 24
67 Northern Mariana Islands 1
68 Papua New Guinea 1
69 Solomon Islands 1

21 countries &
regions

3,680 member cities in 135 countries and regions

Mayors for Peace Member Cities
March 1. 2010

9 countries &
regions

3 countries &
regions 236 cities

31 countries &
regions

29 countries &
regions

42 countries &
regions

Latin America and
Caribbean


